DESIRE                   205

between the object and the desirer* We tie to the Self this
portion of the Not-Self, and the bond exists until the object
is possessed, or until the Self has broken off the bond and
repudiated the object.   These are '* the bonds of the
heart "/ and tie the Self to the wheel of births and deaths.

These bonds between the desirer and the objects of desire
are like ropes that draw the Self to the place where the
objects of desire are found, and thus determine its birth into
one or another world. On this runs the verse : " He also
who is attached ever obtains by action that on which his
mind has set its mark. Having obtained the object of action
he here performs, he comes again therefore from that world
to this world for the sake of action. Thus is it with the
desiring mind." a If a man desires the objects of another
world more than the objects of this, then into that world will
he be born. There is a continuing tension in the bond of
Desire until the Self and the object are united.

The one great determining energy, the Will to Live, which
holds the planets in their path around the sun, which pre-
vents the matter of the globes from scattering, which holds
our own bodies together, that is the energy of Desire. That
which rules ail is in us as Desire, and it must draw to us, or
draw us to, everything into which it has fixed its hooks. The
hook of Desire fixes itself in an object, as a harpoon in the
whale at which it is flung by the harpooner. When Desire
has fixed its harpoon in an object, the Self is attached to
that object, has appropriated it in Will, and presently must
appropriate it in action. Hence a great Teacher has said :

' Kathopanishat, vi, 15.
2 Brihadaranyakopanishat, IV, iv, 6.